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in Washing'ton after 15,
months m the Soviet Umon,
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sians ‘are soﬁtenmg i théir
attitudes towaid ‘the’ Tnited

States ahd. the yest

. Miss, Akhotﬁﬁ' was. in the -

Sovxet Union

exhlblts of plastlcs, trans-

1)01tauon and medlc;;ne, a,nd
she had a‘ cl

the Ameru:an iﬁ' ducts,

“T felt they WETe ot s
vicious in "~ attacking us i}
1961 a5 they werg iif 1959, .
she said. ..

The tall, trim- graduate of
George Washington Univer-
sity was in the Soviet Union
for nine weeks mfl

Industr rial | Exh“hlt,“ and. i‘e-
X! n 1961 fm her

TLLLING ABOUT lier 11n
pressions, she-said she notetd
smany changes’ in the Rus-
sian people on hcr sccond

visif.
“Now they know that y%
have Soci¥l' Security” c?l
integrated sch@ols; agd: they
will accept the fact tha
American people do have
consumer goods. When we
showed them consumer.
goods in .1959, they would
argue- that it~ was not frue
that American families had
them,” she explained. ' :
There were other changes,
ioo. This time shé noticed
that more Soviet women
were wearing lipstick, that
many of the younger ones
had shortened their skirts,
and more make an effort to
dress their hair attractively.
Tatiana said she felt this
was the result of their expo-
sure to Americans, British
and French and the western
exhibits that have been held
in the larger Russian cities
during the last three years.

SHE FOUND the Soviet
citizens’ thirst for informa-
ion about America and the
outside world as keen as
«ver but in almost every
crowd there was someone
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gave to fhewr questions:
“hxecp’c ‘that ~thls time,

someone .in- the, aud;encr*'

would cofie fo your déefense
and ‘say;~Don*t: ask the gifl.

about politics,’ ” shg, rélated.:

“They always asked
nomie quevtlons How u;

how could we: afford to Go to

college.”

They also asked about the
United ™ States intervention
in_"Ciiba., W'They've - madé

the year, and he
-the- Russians,” Tatlana gaid.

ne topic thaf mazed the.
Russians was that ‘Ameri;
cans. were ‘free {o travel out-
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side the Soviet Union. When
she would tell them she was
going to France, Italy or
Greece on the way home,
they would sigh. “They are
very eager to travel outside
the Iron Curtain, but very
few -of them do,” she said.

« MISS AKIIONIN, who
learned to speak Russian
from her mothu who was
bord” in e"’((.lsburg but
c‘fﬂ’@‘f"'ﬂie Unitsd States at
the age of 16, said she did
hot travel as mueh as she

swould have liked inside the

;, fresh fruits and, \feg%nbl 0

*go {1 om one City to.another,
She™ found.,, the _ Soviet
wonrern _-hlghlyf E interested
in beauty and redficing aids
and she, was often asked,
" “How do you stay so slim?”
.. Tatiana admitted staying
slim ‘was difficult in- the So-
taviet ‘Union. During her 15
months there she lived in
hotels as the exhibit moved
", from Moscow to Leningrad
and Kiev and ate in Soviet

of'"’ restaurants. They all served

-ihe same fitfening, starchy
fouds she said.

She recalled standing in
line - for two hours with a
crowd of Soviet- housewives
rin™a fruit mdrket to :buy
" pineapples at. $2 each.
T “There were  very htUo

™ she said.

MISS AKHONIN’S ‘sta-
Ction” was h 't i

L

and she explained a heart
lung machine to- profeasmnal
- men: and. woinen. $he -gave
away’ literature on the
equxpment but. found somc
of them were afxald o take
it -
However, “she’ fecls the
. value of stich exchange ex-
hibits cannot be overrated.

“We. hope eventually to
make some penetration be-
hind the Iron Curtain and
- let them know a little more
about our-life and, in know-
ing us better, fear us less.
“This way we. can do -it,”
she said.

She addcd that the Rus-
siaus are “extremely alraid
we’ll start ‘a war with them,
but are even more afraid
that the West Germans will
start one and their propa-
ganda is that Russia- must
build up a space program
and armaments to be pre-
pared for it.”

She said the thing she
missed most during her 15
months in Russia was the
“ability to get away from
the Soviet Union.” Here, she
said, “if you've had a tense
day on the job, you can
go to.the movies or watch
television and relax. But
there you- can’t. get' away
from the. constant- bombard-
ment of Soviet proﬁaganda};
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